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Dear

In recent times the traditional sport of Cornish Pilot Gig Racing has become a strong force in creating active community sports clubs that bring people of all ages and backgrounds together. 

Plymouth’s Cattewater Pilot Gig Club has been at the heart of this development, growing steadily and providing opportunities for junior, ladies, mens and veteran crews to take part in both competitive and recreational rowing.

The club’s jade boats, Pilgrim, Catalina and Odessa, are a regular sight on Plymouth’s waters, and are towed to regattas around the coasts of Devon and Cornwall almost every weekend during the summer racing season.

To date the club is very proud of its achievements which include:

· The establishment of a weekly novice / club night encouraging wider participation and allowing those who do not wish to row competitively to row for fitness and pleasure

· Cattewater men entered and won the 2005 Eddystone Challenge, a 25 mile row to the lighthouse and back, raising £800 for the club and £800 for St Luke’s Hospice

· In partnership with local rowing clubs, Schools Sports Partnerships, and the governing bodies of rowing, the club is central to a local project which aims at getting young people on the water and involved in club rowing 

· Building on our current junior membership the club aims to increase opportunities for young people to train and race throughout the 2010 season

· The club holds an annual regatta attracting around 20 clubs from all over Devon and Cornwall and as far afield as Weymouth and Swanage.  The event provides a colourful addition to Plymouth’s Watersports calendar

· Both mens and ladies crews have been achieving consistently good results on the regatta circuit.  The Ladies A crew have been particularly successful, reaching the final of the Isles of Scilly World Championships 5 years in succession and aiming to improve upon their best finishing position of 7th (out of 92) in 2007.     

The club has a strong identity and is committed to development in terms of its competitive ability, increasing wider participation in the sport of gig racing, promoting a healthy and active lifestyle and giving young people a positive focus.  If you are interested in supporting our efforts to become a true community club please see our attached ‘Sponsorship and Benefits’ form which clarifies a number of ways in which you can help.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, we look forward to hearing from you soon if not as a sponsor then perhaps as a new rower?

Kind Regards

James Hart

Chairman Cattewater Pilot Gig Club

Cattewater Pilot Gig Club ‘Sponsorship and Benefits’

The following table is a guide to the ways in which your organisation can sponsor our club and benefits that sponsorship will bring.  All of our sponsors will be mentioned on our new websites – www.cattewaterpilotgigclub.co.uk & www.cattewatergigclub.co.uk . We also aim to positively promote our sponsors in any press releases and publicity generated in relation to sponsorship gained.  If you have a different idea please do not hesitate to contact us!

	SPONSORSHIP
	WHAT IT WILL BUY
	BENEFIT

	£250
	One Oar
	One new oar can make a lot of difference! During the rowing season our oars are used 7 days a week resulting in general wear and tear and breakages. 

	£1500
	A set of 6 oars
	A set of new oars can give a whole new lease of life to a crew, and free up more ‘used oars’ for general training and novice nights.

	£7000
	A new plastic gig for club and community rowing 
	A Traditional hand crafted Pilot Gig is made of Cornish Elm and takes a lot of looking after.  A new plastic gig would enable the club to get many more people on the water throughout the year without the need for winter maintenance. 

	£????
	A contribution towards a new gig
	A new gig is not something the club buys very often but when we do it’s a big occasion!  More boats equal more people able to get out and row, it’s as simple as that!


Other Options

‘An Oar for an Oar’

Wooden oars are great items to put on display in pubs, restaurants and maritime locations.  You buy us a new oar and we’ll supply you with an old one for display (in one piece!!) with a plaque explaining how you sponsored your local Gig Club!

‘Regatta Sponsorship’

Your company could help our regatta be the best in the summer series!  How about sponsoring a trophy, donating raffle prises or even money towards the running of the event? 

What we can do for you
Our gigs are a regular sight on the Cornish roads and nowadays even venture as far as Swanage and Wales.  We can advertise your company across the south-west with boards on our trailers.  We also wear a lot of kit which could easily be embroidered with sponsors’ logos and with over 1000 people at each regatta your company is bound to get some attention.  If you can think of any ways we can help you in return please to not hesitate to make a suggestion.
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